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EZGİ UZUN TEKER (Asst. Prof.) 
 
E-mail: ezgi.uzun@yeditepe.edu.tr 
Website: www.ezgiuzunteker.com  
Linkedin: https://tr.linkedin.com/in/ezgiuzun 
Twitter: @uzunezg   
 

AREAS OF 
INTEREST 

Religion and International Politics | Security and Strategic Culture Studies | Non-Western IR 
Theory | The Axis of Resistance | Shia Geopolitics | Iranian Politics | Iraq | Syria 
 
Immersive Qualitative Methodology | Ethnographic Fieldwork | Policy & Scenario Analysis 

PROFESSIONAL 
EXPERIENCE 

Assistant Professor  
Department of Political Science & International Relations 
Yeditepe University, Istanbul, Türkiye 

12/2023 - present 

Project Consultant 
International Organization for Migration (UN Migration - IOM) & 
Presidency of Migration Management of Türkiye 

●​ Project Title: “Türkiye’nin Etkin Göç Çalışmalarının 
Desteklenmesi Projesi: İran Ülke Raporu [Project for Supporting 
Türkiye's Effective Migration Management” 

●​ Authored the comprehensive “Country of Origin Information 
(COI) Report on Iran”, delivering expert assessments on 
migration dynamics to inform national policy and migration 
governance 

05/2026 - 07/2026 

Instructor 
Foundations Development Directorate 
Sabanci University, Istanbul, Türkiye 

09/2018 - 09/2023 

Researcher 
Sabanci University, Istanbul, Türkiye 

●​ Project Title: “ENGAGE – Envisioning a New Governance 
Architecture for a Global Europe” (HORIZON 2020) 

●​ Co-authored working papers within a 13-member international 
consortium led by ESADE, working in the Sabancı University 
team directed by Prof. Dr. Meltem Müftüler-Baç 

02/2021 - 07/2023 

Part-time Lecturer 
Department of Political Science & International Relations 
MEF University, Istanbul, Türkiye 

02/2021 - 06/2022 

Visiting Researcher 
TUBITAK 2214-A Scholar  
Columbia University, Arnold A. Saltzman Institute of War and Peace 
Studies, NYC, USA 

03/2017 - 01/2018 

Research Assistant 
Gender and Women's Studies Center of Excellence (SU GENDER)  
Sabanci University, Istanbul, Turkiye 

09/2015 - 02/2016 

Teaching Assistant 
Foundations Development Directorate 
Sabanci University, Istanbul, Turkiye 

09/2009 - 08/2018 
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EDUCATION Ph.D in Political Science 
Sabanci University, Istanbul, Türkiye 
Area of Specialization: International Relations, Comparative Politics 
Dissertation Title: The ‘Axis of Resistance’: The Role of Religion in Iranian 
Foreign Policy 
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Meltem Müftüler-Baç 

09/2011 - 08/2018 

Visiting Doctoral Fellowship 
TUBITAK 2214-A Scholar  
Columbia University, Arnold A. Saltzman Institute of War and Peace 
Studies, NYC, USA 
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Jack Lewis Snyder 

03/2017 - 01/2018 

MA in Political Science 
Sabanci University, Istanbul, Türkiye 
Thesis Title: Iranian Nuclear Program from a Power Transition 
Perspective” ​ ​  
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Meltem Müftüler-Baç 

09/2009 - 08/2011 

BA in Translation & Interpreting Studies 
Bogazici University, Istanbul, Türkiye 

09/2004 - 06/2009 

Erasmus Exchange 
Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz, Germany 

08/2007 - 03/2008 

  
 
 

 

JOURNAL 
ARTICLES (SSCI) 

[1] Müftüler-Baç, Meltem; Senem Aydın-Düzgit, Ezgi Uzun Teker. “The EU’s global strategic 
partner(ship): A tool for the maturation of European foreign policy?” European Security, 33, 
no. 3 (2024). DOI: 10.1080/09662839.2024.2376612 .  

 [2] Tagma, Halit Mustafa; Meltem Müftüler Baç, Ezgi Uzun. “The Path to an Entrenching 
Alliance: Utilitarianism and Historical Institutionalism in Committing to NATO’s Missile 
Defense System.” Uluslararası İlişkiler Dergisi, 9, no.36 (2013): 75-100.  

 [3] Tagma, Halit Mustafa and Ezgi Uzun. “Bureaucrats, Ayatollahs and Persian Politics: 
Explaining the Shift in Iranian Nuclear Policy.” The Korean Journal of Defense Analysis 24, no. 2 
(June 2012): 239–264.   

  

OTHER JOURNAL 
ARTICLES 

[1] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “The Making of a Middle Power: Iran and the Politics of Resistance”. 
Global Affairs Magazine, Argentine Council on International Relations (CARI), 1, no.1 
(2024): 367–385.   

  

BOOK CHAPTERS 
& 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
ENTRIES 

[11] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “The Axis of Resistance After The 7th of October: Iran, Hezbollah, and 
the Strategic Overreach”. In The Demise of Authoritarian Survival in Syria: Ideology, State Fracture, 
and Regional Reordering, edited by Rahaf Aldoughli and Haian Dukhan (eds.). London: 
Routledge (forthcoming 2027) 
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[10] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi & Meltem Müftüler-Baç. "Turkey’s Connectivity Drive: The Repositioning 
of a Middle Power”. In Handbook of Global Reordering and Connectivity, edited by Gustavo 
Müller et al. London: Routledge (forthcoming 2026). 

[9] Uzun, Ezgi. “İran ve Uluslararası Sistem: Bir Uluslararası Meşruiyet Mücadelesi” [Iran and the 
International System: A Quest for International Legitimacy]. In İran: Bir Ülkenin Akademik 
Anatomisi, edited by Orhan Karaoğlu & Nail Elhan. Ankara: İnkılap Yayınevi (pp. 407–437, 
2022). 

[8] Uzun, Ezgi. “Direniş Ekseni” [Axis of Resistance]. In Modern İran Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: İran 
Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 221–226, 2022). 

[7] Uzun, Ezgi. “Şii Jeopolitiği” [Shia Geopolitics]. In Modern İran Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: İran 
Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 871–875, 2022). 

[6] Uzun, Ezgi.  “Müdafin-i Harem” [Defense of the Holy Shrines]. In Modern İran Ansiklopedisi. 
Ankara: İran Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 726–731, 2022). 

[5] Uzun, Ezgi. “Maksimum Baskı Politikası” [Maximum Pressure Policy]. In Modern İran 
Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: İran Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 603–607, 2022). 

[4] Uzun, Ezgi.  “Anayasayı Koruyucular Konseyi” [Guardian Council]. In Modern İran 
Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: İran Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 71-77, 2022). 

[3] Uzun, Ezgi. “Düzenin Yararını Teşhis Konseyi” [Expediency Discernment Council]. In Modern 
İran Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: İran Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 231-237, 2022). 

[2] Uzun, Ezgi. “İslam Devrimi Mustazafları Vakfı” [Bonyad-e Mostazafan]. In Modern İran 
Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: İran Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 524-529, 2022). 

[1] Uzun, Ezgi. “Reform Hareketi” [Reform Movement]. In Modern İran Ansiklopedisi. Ankara: 
İran Araştırmaları Merkezi Yayınları (pp. 793-798, 2022). 

  

RESEARCH  
IN PROGRESS 

[3]Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. Geopolitics of Resistance: Shi’a Political Theology and the Making of Iran’s Regional 
Order. (Book manuscript in progress) 

[2] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “From Resistance to Resilience: Iran’s Adaptive Foreign Policy in the 
Post-12 Days War.” (Journal article in preparation) 

[1] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi, Meltem Müftüler-Baç, and Nihat Muğurtay. Dataset on Iran’s Alliance 
Behavior (Data collection in progress) 

  

TECHNICAL 
REPORTS 

[1] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. Türkiye’nin Etkin Göç Çalışmalarının Desteklenmesi Projesi: İran Ülke Raporu 
[Project for Supporting Türkiye's Effective Migration Management: Iran Country Report ]. 
Technical Report. International Organization for Migration (IOM) & Presidency of 
Migration Management of Türkiye, 2026.  

  

PROJECT 
REPORTS 
 

[5] Müftüler-Baç, Meltem, Gustavo Müller, Monika Sus, Marie Vandendriessche, Ezgi Uzun, 
Anna Fonts Picas, and Maria Martins. “Assessing the European Union's External Action 
Towards Its Strategic Partners and Formulating Policy Recommendations.” ENGAGE 
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(ENGAGE - 
HORIZON 2020 
PROJECT) 

Working Paper Series, no. 31 (January 2024). 
.https://www.engage-eu.eu/publications/assessing-the-european-unions-external-action-to
wards-its-strategic-partners-and-formulating-policy-recommendations . 

[4] Müller, Gustavo, Maria Martins, Karel Brackeniers, Andriy Tyushka, Benjamin Martill, 
Alexander Mesarovich, Meltem Müftüler-Baç, Senem Aydın-Düzgit, and Ezgi Uzun. 
“Case Studies of EU and Member States’ Engagement with Global Strategic Partner 
Countries.” ENGAGE Working Paper Series, no. 25 (July 2023). 
https://www.engage-eu.eu/publications/case-studies-of-eu-and-member-states-engagemen
t-with-global-strategic-partner-countries .  

[3] Müller, Gustavo, Maria Martins, Meltem Muftuler-Bac, Ezgi Uzun, Raluca Csernatoni, 
Vladislava Gubalova & Lucia Rybnikárová. “Experiences of Joined-Up Security, Defence 
and Intelligence Policies: Drawing Lessons from Multi-Layer Governance Systems.” 
ENGAGE Working Paper Series, no. 18 (February 2023). 
https://www.engage-eu.eu/publications/experiences-of-joined-up-security-defence-and-int
elligence-policies . 

[2] Szép, Viktor, Ramses A. Wessel, Marie Vandendriessche, Ezgi Uzun, Carlota Moreno Villar, 
Hanna Ojanen, Henna Kakko, Lucia Rybnikárová, Vladislava Gubalova, and Juraj Kuruc. 
“Case Studies of the EU’s CFSP Activity.” ENGAGE Working Paper Series, no. 20 (March 
2023). 
https://www.engage-eu.eu/publications/experiences-of-joined-up-security-defence-and-int
elligence-policies . 

[1] Müftüler-Baç, Meltem, Senem Aydın-Düzgit, Ezgi Uzun, Benjamin Martill, Alexander 
Mesarovich, and Gaspard Schnitzler. “Conceptually Defining Global Strategic 
Partner(ship).” ENGAGE Working Paper Series, no. 13 (November 2022). 
https://www.engage-eu.eu/publications/conceptually-defining-global-strategic-partnership  
. 

  

POLICY REPORTS [14] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “Türkiye Açısından Olası İran-ABD Çatışması” [Potential Iran-US 
Conflict from Türkiye's Perspective]. In Filiz Aydın Cevher, “Panorama Soruyor: 2026 
Yılında Türkiye Açısından Çatışmaların Seyri.” UIK Global Panorama, February 3, 2026. 
https://www.globalpanorama.org/2026/02/2026-yilinda-turkiye-acisindan-catismalarin-sey
ri-filiz-aydin-cevher/ . 

[13] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “Olası İran-ABD Çatışması” [Potential Iran-US Conflict]. In Filiz Aydın 
Cevher, “Panorama Soruyor: 2026 Yılında Küresel Düzlemde Çatışmaların Seyri ve Olası 
Çatışmalar.” UIK Global Panorama, January 26, 2026. 
https://www.globalpanorama.org/2026/01/2026-yilinda-kuresel-duzlemde-catismalarin-se
yri-ve-olasi-catismalar-filiz-aydin-cevher/ . 

[12] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi, and Rahim Farzam. “7 Ekim’den 12 Günlük Çatışmaya 'Direniş Ekseni': 
İran’ın Bölgesel Nüfuzunda Yapısal Kırılma Tartışmaları” ['Axis of Resistance' from 
October 7 to the 12-Day Conflict: Debates on Structural Fractures in Iran's Regional 
Influence]. Center for Iranian Studies (İRAM), December 30, 2025. 
https://www.iramcenter.org/uploads/files/direnis_ekseninde_kirilma.pdf . 

[11] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “Mukaddes Savaş 2.0? İsrail-İran Geriliminin İran’daki Yansımaları” 
[Sacred War 2.0? Reflections of the Israel-Iran Tension in Iran]. UIK Global Panorama, June 
22, 2025. 
https://www.globalpanorama.org/2025/06/mukaddes-savas-2-0-israil-iran-geriliminin-iran
daki-yansimalari/ . 
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[10] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “Bir Helikopterin Düşüşü ve İran Siyasetinde U Dönüşü: İran’ın Yeni 
Reform Hükümeti” [The Crash of a Helicopter and a U-Turn in Iranian Politics: Iran’s 
New Reform Government]. Global Relations Forum (GIFGRF) Viewpoint Series, July 16, 2024. 
https://www.gif.org.tr/files/gif-bilgi-notu-bir-helikopterin-dususu-ve-iran-siyasetinde-u-do
nusu.pdf .  

[9] Müftüler-Baç, Meltem, and Ezgi Uzun-Teker. “Rethinking the EU’s Strategic Partnerships in 
Times of Crises.” Carnegie Europe, May 6, 2024.  
https://carnegieendowment.org/europe/strategic-europe/2024/05/rethinking-the-eus-stra
tegic-partnerships-in-times-of-crisis . 

[8] Müftüler-Baç, Meltem, Ezgi Uzun, and Nihat Muğurtay. “Enhancing the EU’s Strategic 
Partnerships.” ENGAGE Policy Brief, no. 5, February 2024. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/604251cac817d1235cbfe98d/t/65cc9c80c332b8412
df6da2d/1707908226103/ENGAGE+Policy+Brief+%235_WP9_online.pdf . 

[7] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “Meşruiyet, Elitler Arası Rekabet ve Sistemsel Dönüşüm Tartışmaları 
Arasında 2024 İran Seçimleri” [The 2024 Iran Elections: Legitimacy, Intra-Elite 
Competition, and Systemic Transformation]. UIK Global Panorama, March 26, 2024. 
https://www.globalpanorama.org/2024/03/mesruiyet/ . 

[6] Uzun-Teker, Ezgi. “Bölgesel ve Küresel Güç Dengeleri Arasında İran-Suudi Arabistan 
Normalleşme Anlaşması” [Betwen Regional and Global Power Balances: The Iran–Saudi 
Arabia Normalization Agreement]. In GIFGRF Küresel Durum Raporu 2023 [GIFGRF 
Global Outlook Report 2023], edited by Global Relations Forum (GIFGRF), 41–55. 
February 2024. https://www.gif.org.tr/files/gif-kuresel-durum-raporu-2023.pdf . (also 
available in English here)  

[5] Uzun, Ezgi. “Sarık ve Örtü Arasında İdeolojik Bir Mücadele: Mehsa Emini Protestoları” [An 
Ideological Struggle Between Turban and Hijab: Mahsa Amini Protests]. Sensiz Olmaz Sessiz 
Olmaz, December 26, 2022. 
https://www.sessizolmaz.org/blog-57-sarik-ve-ortu-arasinda-ideolojik-bir-mucadele-mehsa
-emini-protestolari ​​.  

[4] Uzun, Ezgi. “EU-Turkey Trajectories of Cooperation and Competition over Libya.” In 
Tackling Uncertainty: Turkish-EU Foreign Policy Cooperation in the Middle East and North Africa, 
edited by Andrea Dessì, Senem Aydın-Düzgit, and Daniela Huber. Rome: Istituto Affari 
Internazionali (IAI), June 2022. https://www.iai.it/sites/default/files/9788893682565.pdf . 

[3] Uzun, Ezgi. “Mehsa Emini Protestoları Kıskacında İran’da Siyasi Dönüşüm Olasılıkları” 
[Possibilities of Political Transformation in Iran in the Grip of Mahsa Amini Protests]. UIK 
Global Panorama, October 5, 2022.  https://www.globalpanorama.org/2022/10/iran2/ .  

[2] Uzun, Ezgi. “2020 Yılında İran İslam Cumhuriyeti” [The Islamic Republic of Iran in 2020]. In 
GIFGRF Küresel Durum Raporu 2020 [GIFGRF Global Outlook Report 2020], edited by 
Global Relations Forum (GIFGRF). January 2021.  
https://www.gif.org.tr/files/Kuresel_Durum_Raporu_2020.pdf  . (also available in English 
here) 

[1] Uzun, Ezgi. “Iran’s Foreign Policy in Iraq and Syria.” Global Relations Forum (GIFGRF) Young 
Academics Program Policy Analysis Paper Series, no. 6, January 2020. 
https://www.gif.org.tr/files/irans-foreign-policy-in-iraq-and-syria-after-2011.pdf . 
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OP-EDS [8] Uzun, Ezgi. “KOEP: Krizler ve Fırsatlar Arasında Nihai Mutabakata Doğru” [JCPOA: 
Towards a Conclusive Agreement Amidst Crises and Opportunities]. Anadolu Agency, April 
21, 2022. 
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/koep-krizler-ve-firsatlar-arasinda-nihai-mutabakata-dogru
/2569333 . 

[7] Uzun, Ezgi. “Huzistan Protestoları, Bölgesel Kalkınma ve İran’ın Yeni Dönemi” [Khuzestan 
Protests, Regional Development, and Iran’s New Era]. Anadolu Agency, August 6, 2021. 
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/huzistan-protestolari-bolgesel-kalkinma-ve-iran-in-yeni-d
onemi/2326509 . 

[6] Uzun, Ezgi. “İran’da Boykot ve Ötesi” [Low voter turnout in Iran reflects proactive behavior 
rather than apathy]. Anadolu Agency, July 1, 
2021.https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/iranda-boykot-ve-otesi/2290916 . (also available in 
English here) 

[5] Uzun, Ezgi. “Küresel Güç Geçişi Çerçevesinde Çin-İran Anlaşması” [The China-Iran Deal 
amid the Global Power Transition]. Anadolu Agency, April 5, 2021.  
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/kuresel-guc-gecisi-cercevesinde-cin-iran-anlasmasi/21983
14  (also available in English here) 

[4] Uzun, Ezgi. “İran ile ABD Arasında Yenilenmiş 'Akıllı' Diplomasi Dönemi” [An era of 
renewed 'smart' diplomacy between Iran and the US]. Anadolu Agency, February 19, 2021. 
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/iran-ile-abd-arasinda-yenilenmis-akilli-diplomasi-donemi/
2150247 . (also available in English here) 

[3] Uzun, Ezgi. “Değişen Kafkasya Jeopolitiğinde Türkiye-İran İlişkileri” [Turkish-Iranian 
Relations Amid Changing Caucasian Geopolitics]. Anadolu Agency, December 31, 2020. 
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/degisen-kafkasya-jeopolitiginde-turkiye-iran-iliskileri/209
4578 . 

[2] Uzun, Ezgi. “İran’ın Öfkesi Neden Hizipler Üstüydü?” [Why Was Iran’s Anger 
Supra-Factional?]. Gazete Duvar, January 26, 2018.  
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/forum/2018/01/26/iran-protestolarinda-tabanin-ofkesin
i-anlamak  

[1] Uzun, Ezgi. “Fars İlini Nasıl Bilirdiniz?” [What Do You Know About Iran?]. Genç Girişim 
Dergisi, February 2017.  

  

SELECTED 
MEDIA 
INTERVIEWS 

[61] “7 Ekim Sonrası İran: Çift Yönlü Direnç Sınavı” [Post-October 7 Iran: A Two-Way Test of 
Resilience]. Interview with Ezgi Uzun-Teker. BirGün, October 10, 2026., 
https://www.birgun.net/makale/7-ekim-sonrasi-iran-cift-yonlu-direnc-sinavi-739658 . 

[60] Fırtına, Umut Can. “Diplomasi Rafta, Şahinler Sahada” [Diplomacy Shelved, Hawks on the 
Field]. Interview with Ezgi Uzun-Teker. BirGün, August 24, 2026. 
https://www.birgun.net/haber/diplomasi-rafta-sahinler-sahada-730823 . 

[59] Vyas, Krishma. “Ayatollah Khamenei’s Funeral.” Interview with Ezgi Uzun-Teker. Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC TV), July 2, 2026. [TV Broadcast].  

[58] Fırtına, Umut Can. “Sonsuz Savaş Döngüsü” [Endless Cycle of War]. Interview with Ezgi 
Uzun-Teker. BirGün, July 18, 2026. 
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